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TEACHER ENJOYS 
MIAMI SUNSHINE 


Enjoying sunny 
skies at Miami’s Vir- 
ginia Beach during a 
weekend picnic is 
teacher Mia Mouzon, 
former New York girl 
now living in the sun- 
shine city. First Negro 
to graduate from 
Skidmore College in 
Saratoga Springs, 
N. ¥., she teaches first 
grade in Miami school. 
Her hobby is dancing. 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Senator Humphrey Urges Civil Rights Action. 


Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.) urged 
Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr., to step up 
the Justice Department’s civil rights activities— 
even if the Eisenhower administration gets credit for 
it. “I am weary of having civil rights remain a politi- 
cal football,’”” Humphrey told Brownell in a letter. 

A major Democratic backer of civil rights legisla- 
tion for years, Humphrey called Brownell’s attention 
to his bill to set up an assistant attorney general 
in charge of civil rights and to increase FBI person- 
nel by adding agents trained to investigate civil 
rights violations. But he suggested that Brownell see 
if the same objectives could be carried out by a Presi- 
dential reorganization plan or by internal changes by 
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the Justice Department itself. 

“If this can be done by executive 
action so that the present Republi- 
can administration receives credit 
for that action,” Humphrey con- 
tinued, “that will be perfectly satis- 
factory to me so long as our objec- 
tive is realized. I think it is impor- 
tant that we begin making progress 
in the field. It is in that spirit that 
I write to you.” 

Meanwhile, District of Columbia re aii 
Commissioner F. Joseph Donohue Sen. Humphrey 
repeated his stand in behalf of civil 
rights, said President Eisenhower can do much to speed up 
his campaign promises to eliminate segregation in the 
nation’s capital. Donohue, speaking at the 102nd anni- 
versary of the founding of Miner Teachers College, said 
it is within the power of President to issue a directive in- 
structing the 95 District government agencies to order 
equality in hiring, promotions, and use of all facilities by 
Negroes. 


SHIP ELELELELELELELE LLP CELE LALAELELELALELALLEL ELLE LEE 


LONE NEGRO PROSECUTOR IN KY. 


Harry S. McAlpin, a former White House correspondent, 
quit his post as assistant commonwealth’s attorney in 
Louisville, Ky., in a row growing out of disorderly con- 
duct charges against a Negro man and of prostitution 
charges against three white women who had visited him. 
The only Negro commonwealth’s attorney in the state, 
McAlpin submitted his resignation in court to Judge 
David Cates after he was refused permission to act as a 
witness in the case. Judge Cates refused the resignation, 
but McAlpin later resigned in a letter to commonwealth’s 
attorney A. Scott Hamilton, who had warned McAlpin 
to stay out of the case “because he is prohibited from it 
by statute.” 
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Negro Mother Of 7 Named Ohio’s ‘Mother Of Year’ 
A 52-year-old Sidney, Ohio, 
mother of seven who did house- 
work for white families to put 
her children through school was 
named Ohio’s “Mother of the 
Year” by the Ohio American 
Mother’s Committee meeting in 
Cleveland. Mrs. George W. Brown 
was selected to represent Ohio in 
the Golden Rule Foundation’s 
national competition to select the 
U.S. “Mother of the Year.” Wife 
of a motor bus company worker, 
Mrs. Brown is active in church 
and civic work, also promotes 
better race relations in Sidney. J 
Six of her children were gradu- Mrs. Brown 
ated from high school with high honors; a seventh died 
in infancy. Mrs. Brown came to the foundation’s atten- 
tion when two of her sons wrote to a Sidney newspaper 
to describe the difficulty they had finding jobs. 
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OUITS POST AFTER COURT ROW 
McAlpin first became involved after the three white 
women had visited Claude Benboe’s home, across the 
street from McAlpin’s residence. Answering a telephone 
call from Benboe, McAlpin found police there, seeking to 
search the place. Benboe refused a search without a 


| warrant, which the police did not have. But as McAlpin, 


who said he had seen nothing wrong, escorted the women 
out of the house at 2 a.m., they were arrested. In court, 
McAlpin insisted on outright dismissal of all charges, 
but Judge Cates filed away charges “because the race 
question has been invoked.” The case can be called again. 
Said McAlpin: “I’m not trying to be a martyr in this case. 
I would suffer spiritually if I had not acted as I have.” 
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Birmingham Candidate Wants Negro Judge 


John D. Rogers, Democratic candidate for Mayor 
of Birmingham, proposed a Negro police court judge 
and employment of Negro police in the city. Said 
Rogers, who is appealing to Birmingham’s 43 per 
cent Negro population: “I want to be Mayor, but 
if I’ve got to compromise with my conscience and 
with political handlers, I’d rather not have the 
job.” The move, he added, was necessary in the 
interest of fairness to the Negro race. Another 
Democratic candidate for the mayoralty of Bir- 
mingham, Atty. Arthur Parker, immediately de- 





nounced Rogers, called his idea “a backward step.” 








White Girl Admits She Lied In 1948 Rape Case 

A 16-year-old white Kansas City school girl tearfully tes- 
tified that she lied in 1948 when she accused Edward Os- 
car, a 50-year-old Negro, of rape. Oscar is now serving a 
20-year sentence in the Missouri State Penitentiary for the 
crime the girl admitted he did not commit. The unidenti- 
fied girl made her new statement after consultation with 
a nun. She said she had originally accused Oscar at a 
police show-up on the opinion of a brother. “I know he 
is the wrong man,” she told assistant prosecutor Robert 
Deveney. “I went to the sister because I knew God wanted 
me to tell the truth.” She said her conscience began to 
bother her a year ago. Oscar, who originally drew a 99- 
year sentence which was reduced to 20 years by a circuit 
court jury, has been working as a kitchen helper in the 
penitentiary. 


Group Nixes Mixed D. C. Settlement Houses 

The Southeast Council of Citizens’ Associations ob- 
jected to elimination of Jim Crow at Washington, D. C., 
settlement houses which receive aid from the Community 
Chest. A council spokesman said it was “inconsistent” 
to operate integrated neighborhood settlement houses 
when bias is widespread elsewhere in Washington. 


6 











i i ee a 
































Memphis Starts $7 Million Project For Negroes 

A $3,500,000 building permit was issued to the Shelby 
Construction Company to begin work on a $7,340,914, 572- 
apartment Negro public housing development in Memphis, 
Tenn. The project, the fourth undertaken by the Mem- 
phis Housing Authority for Negro occupancy, will have 
77 buildings and 2,100 rooms. 


Harlem Women Help Defeat Bill Against Barmaids 

Four Harlem barmaids were credited with helping to 
defeat a bill in the N. Y. State Legislature which would 
have eliminated the jobs of more than 2,500 female bar- 
tenders. The quartet, Queenie Powell, Margaret Gandy, 
Frances Turner and Pat Freeman, buttonholed legisia- 
tors and lobbied against the bill in Albany, also won an 
audience with Gov. Thomas E. Dewey. The governor as- 
sured the barmaids that he would veto the measure, but 
Oswald Heck, speaker of the house, killed it while it was 
still in committee. The bill would have prohibited any 
female from mixing liquor behind a bar except members 
of the bar owner’s immediate family. 
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Barmaids Turner, Freeman, Gandy and Powell 









Disabled Vet Cleared Of Security Risk Charges 

The Department of the Army cleared a 29-year-old dis- 
abled Negro veteran of security risk charges and ordered 
payment of wages, estimated at $10,000, lost as a result 
of his dismissal five years ago from the Army Finance 
Center in St. Louis. The vet, Bennie Gordon, Jr., was also 
notified that he would be reinstated in a position com- 
parable to his old auditor’s job. He had been dismissed 
on charges of attending a meeting open only to Commu- 
nist party members and with having been active in Com- 
munist or affiliated organizations. 


Mrs. Marshall Shepard Arrested In Philadelphia 

Rev. Marshall L. Shepard, Philadelphia’s Recorder of 
Deeds, paid a $10 fine and $9 costs before a magistrate for 
his wife, Lucille,and said that her arrest on charges of driv- 
ing without headlights and resisting arrest was “a mis- 
understanding.” Highway patrolman Joseph Itzko, who 
stopped her, said Mrs. Shepard drove off when he asked 
for her license and narrowly missed three head-on colli- 
sions. He chased her four blocks before she stopped again. 
Mrs. Shepard, who gave her age as “21-plus,” and Rev. 
James P. Thompson, her passenger, said the patrolman 
was “very rude” and “manhandled” her. Magistrate John 
F. Daly lectured Mrs. Shepard and dropped the charge of 
resisting arrest. Rev. Shepard said: “She’s been driving 
for 20 years. ‘She just got excited.” 


Dixie Negro Charged With ‘Misdiscrimination’ 

A 51-year-old Tennessee Negro was held on $10,000 bond 
in Detroit charged with “misdiscrimination” in a fugitive 
warrant issued by Chattanooga, Tenn., police. The charge, 
first case of its kind in the history of Detroit, was brought 
against Fred Smith, who was arrested for living with a 
white woman in Chattanooga. Smith, released on bond, 
fled to Detroit in fear of his life. A white Detroit police- 
man, assigned the case, was shocked to learn that a Negro 
could not live with a white woman in Dixie. He has never 
been South, he explained. Smith will fight extradition to 
Chattanooga. 
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Report Greyhound Bus Line Hires 2 Negroes 

The Pennsylvania Greyhound Bus Lines in Pitts- 
burgh reportedly selected two Negro applicants for 
its preliminary training school from nearly 200 
Negroes interviewed. However, Roy Alexander, di- 
rector of personnel, said in Cleveland: “I really 
don’t know, and won’t know for sure until the 
trainees have completed their program and are 
sent to me for final processing.” A rejected appli- 
cant in Pittsburgh said that he was present when 
the two Negroes were selected, but he could not 
supply their names. 

















Savannah Club Faces Padlock, Thug’s Wife Talks 

The Savannah Club in Greenwich Village, only major 
New York night spot featuring an all-Negro floor show, 
faced padlock following the testimony of a white gang- 
ster’s wife who said her husband owned the club in ad- 
dition to three other Gotham night spots. Mrs. Vito 
Genovese made the statement in a New Jersey court 
where her petition for legal separation from the Frank 
Costello mobster is being heard. State Liquor Authority 
officials told JET that they will definitely take steps to 
close the Savannah Club if Mrs. Genovese’s remarks can 
be proven. 


Arkansas Cops Fined, Jailed For Beating Negro 

Two white ex-policemen were fined $700 each and 
given 30-day jail sentences at Stuttgart, Ark., in con- 
nection with the brutal beating of an 18-year-old Negro, 
Leroy Phillips, who refused to buy liquor for them. Judge 
Joe Morrison levied the fines against Ellis Cheshire and 
B. L. Taylor. A white couple, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Ray 
of Memphis, said they saw Cheshire brutally pistol-whip 
the youth with the aid of Taylor. The judge fined each 
man $25 for public drunkenness, $50 for simple assault 
and $250 for assault with a deadly weapon and fined 
Taylor an extra $50 for carrying a gun. 











Survey Says 90% Of Pa. Firms Practice Job Bias 

Widespread job bias against minority groups throughout 
Pennsylvania was reported to Gov. John S. Fine in Harris- 
burg. A 35-page survey prepared by a special, 14-member 
industrial race relations committee showed that 90 per 
cent of all employers in the state are “unfair” in hiring. 
Most of the discrimination found was against Negroes. 
Governor Fine said: “It shocks the conscience . . . to see 
this barbaric rejection of our fellow man.” He asked the 
state legislature to pass a “sound and effective” fair em- 
ployment practices bill. A bill providing for a $500 fine or 
30 days imprisonment for employers guilty of job bias was 
scheduled to be introduced into the Pennsylvania house. 


Yesterday In Negro History 
March 15, 1951—William Marshall’s portrayal of “De 
Lawd” in the revival of Green Pastures received al- 
most unanimously favorable reviews. It opened at 
the Broadway Theater in New York City, closed 
April 21, 1951. 
March 17, 1825—Benjamin Sterling Turner, self- 
educated slaveboy who served as congressman from 
Alabama during the Reconstruction period, was 
born near Weldon, North Carolina. 
March 18, 1809—Placido acclaimed as one of Cuba’s 
greatest poets, was born of a Spanish mother and a 
free Negro father, in Matanzas, Cuba. 
March 19, 1924—The ap- 
pointment of Walter L. 
Cohen, Negro Republican 
leader from New Orleans, 
as Comptroller of Customs 
for the Port of New Or- 
leans, received Senate con- 
firmation, after being re- 
jected twice. The vote: 39 
to 38. Cohen was the first 
Negro ever to hold this 
post. Benjamin Turner 
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FORECAST 


D. C. Cafe Jim Crow. The U. S. Supreme Court 
will rule that Washington restaurants which now 
bar Negroes will have to admit and serve them. 
Giant Star in Comeback. Fully recovered from his 
tragic ankle injury of last spring, New York Giants 
outfielder Monte Irvin will have the greatest year of 
his major league career, hitting .330, clouting 35 or 
more homers. 

New Interracial Cemetery. Charles Diggs, Sr., of 
Detroit, who already owns an undertaking estab- 
lishment and a florist’s shop, will buy a cemetery 
near the city and make it interracial in policy. 
Theology School To Admit Negroes. The board of 
trustees of the University of the South at Sewanee, 
Tenn., in the face of adverse publicity, will reverse 
their decision of 1952 and vote to admit Negro stu- 
dents on a non-discriminatory basis. 

Political Comeback For Arnall. Ex-governor El- 
lis Arnall of Georgia will be a candidate this fall for 
either another term as governor or seek to replace 
Senator Walter George when the latter retires. 
Arnall was regarded as the first Georgia governor 
who regarded Negroes as human beings. 


New Canadian Offer. As a result of the financial 
and on-field failures of the Dallas Texans, halfback 
Claude (Buddy) Young will receive another lucra- 
tive offer from a Canadian club. But he will refuse 
it in order to play next season with the new Balti- 
more club in the National Football League. 


11 











| FOREIGN NEWS | 


South Africa Bars 2 American Negro Bishops 

The Union of 
South Africa has 
barred two 
American Negro 
bishops of the 
African Meth- 
odist Episcopal 
Church from 
taking up their 
positions as 
heads of 
churches in the - 
Fifteenth and Bishop Jordan Bishop Primm 
Seventeenth Episcopal Districts, according to the Bantu 
World. Bishops Frederick Jordan and Howard Primm were 
named to the posts at the 1952 AME general conference 
in Chicago. The AME church has 400 clergymen in 
South Africa with an estimated membership of 150,009. 
No official reason for excluding the two bishops was given. 





Premier Malan Campaigns On Bias Issue 

Premier Daniel Malan told South African voters during 
a re-election campaign that his National Party- would 
continue its apartheid (racial segregation) policies if re- 
turned to power on April 15. Malan explained that Euro- 
peans in South Africa “must live here as a white race and 
maintain themselves as such—whatever the price.” The 
77-year-old premier assailed the United Nations, India 
and Russia as “slanderers and meddlers,” claimed that 
the UN was leading non-Europeans to believe that they 
deserve world support in ousting the white man from 
Africa. At Capetown, the Malan government suggested 
that racial tension be eased in Durban, Natal province, 
by moving all colored and Indian residents out of the 
town, restricting it for Europeans. 
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Race Bias Cancels African Arts Festival 

The annual arts festival of the University of Witwaters- 
rand, largest university in South Africa, will be canceled 
this year because the vice chancellor of the school in- 
formed the festival committee that there must be racial 
segregation in seating. The committee challenged the 
chancellor’s ruling and asserted that one of the purposes 
of the festival was to bring together all races and classes 
and to present the art of all races. Few Negroes are per- 
mitted to study at Witwatersrand. Charges have been 
made that promotion was refused this year to Negro 
medical students who excelled whites who were promoted. 


Plan To Repay Loan With Human Flesh Backfires 

Three African witch doctors, one of them a woman, 
were sentenced to seven year jail terms at Nyasaland, 
Africa, for a plot to kill a kidnapped 18-year-old youth 
and use his flesh to repay another “wizard” for a loan of 
human flesh. The trial brought to light tales of zombies, 
cannibalism and witchcraft. Testimony revealed the boy’s 
life was saved when the creditor witch doctor refused to 
take anything but the flesh of a woman. 


Natives Balk At Photos, Fined 12 Years Pay 

Ten Kikuyu tribesmen who refused to be photo- 
graphed for government work permits were fined 12 
years’ wages ($420) and sentenced to three months’ 
hard labor in Kenya, East Africa. Mau Mau ter- 
rorism against European white rule was given as 
reason for the penalties. In default of payment, the 
tribesmen would have to serve an additional six 
months at hard labor.. In London, Labor parlia- 
ment member Fenner Brockway protested the fines 
as “disgracefully high,” asked Colonial Secretary 
Oliver Lyttelton to reduce them. Lyttelton rejected 
Brockway’s proposal, explained that any attempt to 
influence the privilege of mercy delegated to the 
Kenya governor would impede the whole course of 
colonial justice. 

































| RELIGION | 


Texas Ministers’ Group Elects Negro President 

A Negro Baptist clergyman was named president of the 
interracial Greater Port Arthur Ministerial Alliance in 
Port Arthur, Texas, and became, the first member of his 
race ever to hold the post. Rev. I. G. Gooden, 48, was 
elected first vice-president of the group last November, 
and elevated to president when the former presiding of- 
ficer moved to another city. Represented in the alliance 
are 10 Negro congregations, 25 white groups. As president 
of the organization, Rev. Gooden, who pastors the 656- 
member New Hope Baptist Church, is titular head of al- 
most all Protestant churches in Port Arthur. He com- 
mented: “My promotion to president is a signal honor, 
particularly since we are of the South. I will strive to do 
my best.” 





Presbyterians Seek $2 Million For Negro Education 
Southern Presbyterians announced in Atlanta, Ga., 
plans to raise $2 million for evangelism and education 
of Negroes. The funds will be divided equally between 
Stillman College at Tuscaloosa, Ala., only Negro Presby- 
terian school, and the division of Negro work. Dr. Rich- 
ard R. Potter, director of the campaign, said 10,000 lead- 
ers will organize and lead 270 churches with more than 
700,000 members in the money-raising campaign. 


N. C. White Pastor Says Race Issue Caused Firing 

A white Raleigh, N. C., minister, whose church has not 
practiced segregation for the past “five or six years,” de- 
clared the race issue may have caused his firing as pastor 
of Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church. Rev. Charies M. 
Jones was dismissed by a judicial commission of the 
Orange Presbytery on charges of not adhering to Presby- 
terian doctrine. His church congregation has accused 
the judicial commission with “attempted bribery, mis- 
statements, errors and prejudice in their investigation.” 
Reverend Jones told an unsegregated Raleigh audience: 
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“Many of you... Know you are not free to go to any 
church you may choose .. . because of your dark skin 

.’ The minister, besides eliminating segregation in his 
church, at one time gave sanctuary in his home to Ne- 
groes who had “tested” the Jim Crow law on buses in 
North Carolina. 


Chicago Radio Minister Has Mexican Birthday Fete 

Some 20-odd friends and associates joined Rev. Clar- 
ence Cobb, pastor of Chicago’s largest church congrega- 
tion, to celebrate his 43rd birthda,; anniversary in Cuer- 
navaca, Mexico, on February 28. Reverend Cobb, pastor 
of the non-sectarian First Church of the Deliverance 
(membership, 20,000), was greeted by his mother, Mrs. 
Louella Williams, his grandmother, Mrs. Maggie Drum- 
mond and assistant pastor, Rev. Mattie Thornton, who 
went to Mexico for the birthday fete. The Chicago pastor 
who broadcasts to an audience estimated by station 
WIND at 1,000,000 will return to his congregation by Palm 
Sunday. 
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Young Paul Robesons Have Second Child, A Girl 
Paul Robeson, . 
Jr., son of singer 
Paul Robeson, 
became the 
father of a sec- 
ond child born 
in New York’s 
Mt. Sinai Hos- 
pital. Young 
Robeson’s white 
wife, the former 
Marilyn Paula 

Greenberg, was i 
reported recov- Paul Robeson, Jr... .and wife Marilyn 
ering after giving birth to a seven-pound, 10-ounce girl. 
Name: Susan. The Robesons, whose interracial marriage 
in 1949 raised a storm of controversy, are also parents of 
a two-year-old son. 


Bud Powell, Bebop Star, Weds White Girl 

Bud Powell, brilliant bebop musician, was married in 
New York to Audrey Hill, white, of Los Angeles. The cere- 
mony was witnessed by Oscar Goodstein, Powell’s man- 
ager, and Bob Garrity, New York disc jockey. The couple 
will honeymoon in New York where Bud is currently play- 
ing at the Birdland on Broadway. 


Wife Of Texas Publisher Sues For Divorce 

Mrs. Josephine Ballinger, socialite wife of Publisher 
Valmo C. Ballinger of the San Antonio (Tex.) Register, 
filed a divorce suit in district court against her husband. 
The petition, seeking $1,000 per month temporary alimony, 
charges the publisher with cruelty and harsh conduct. Mrs. 
Ballinger’s petition which alleges that her husband’s 
earnings are in excess of $30,000 annually, seeks payment 
of all her attorney fees, judgment of divorce and interest 
in the estate and their homestead. 
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Wife Of Georgia Newsman Attempts Suicide 

Mrs. Marjorie Fowlkes, 40-year-old wife of William 
Fowlkes, Georgia correspondent for the Pittsburgh Cour- 
ier and news analyst for radio station WERD, was found 
unconscious in her bedroom with all the gas jets in the 
house turned on. She had attempted to commit suicide, 
Atlanta police said, but was rescued by a radio patrolman 
who smashed the rear door of her home. Police quoted 
the newsman as saying “family trouble” had existed be- 
tween the two. 
New Orleans Socialite Wins Separation 

Mrs. Carolyn Barnes Dejoie of New Orleans, who was 
accused of firing a pistol at her husband last July, won 
a legal separation from Prudhomme Dejoie, Jr., in civil 
district court. She was granted custody of the three 
children and $180 monthly alimony. The judge heard 
two suits filed respectively by the Dejoies. Mrs. Dejoie 
charged abandonment and her husband charged cruelty, 
arising out of his accusation that she shot at him. Mrs. 
Dejoie admitted firing the shot, but said she was con- 
templating suicide and meant to do her husband no 
harm. Dejoie protested the alimony payments, said his 
salary was only $250 a month. 
Cleveland Fashion Expert Divorces Hotel Waiter 

Artha Brown, co-owner of Cleve- 
land’s Artha-Jon hat design shop 
and modeling school, won an un- 
contested divorce from her husband 
William, a waiter in a Cleveland 
hotel. The fashion expert charged 
“gross neglect and extreme cruelty” 
in her petition, won restoration of 
her former married name, Doug- 
lass, the name her two children by 
that union carry. The ex-Mrs. 
Brown operates the fashion and 
modeling shop with Jon McCul- Mrs. Artha Brown 
lough, is also employed as a telephone company personnel 
worker. 
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IND. CAFE OWNER SEEKS DIVORCE. 

An interracial romance that began in 1950 when a 
wealthy cabaret owner read a letter in EBONY from a 
German girl who wanted to marry an American Negro, 
hit the rocks in an Indianapolis divorce court with lurid 
charges and counter charges. Denver Ferguson, 57, owner 
of the Sunset Club, charged that 300-pound Lilo Rentsch, 
of Munich, Germany, tricked him by sending to EBONY 
a photograph of a slim, attractive girl, but that he mar- 
ried her to escape a possible Federal Mann Act charge. 

Ferguson, who reportedly became wealthy from the 
rackets years ago, said that even though he and his wife 
lived together since March, 1952, the marriage was never 
consummated. On one occasion, he said, his wife tried to 
rape him which made him suffer a heart attack. 

Mrs. Ferguson, however, told JET an entirely different 
story. She charged in her cross complaint that the rea- 
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Mrs. Ferguson and Mr. Ferguson 
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SAYS GERMAN BRIDE ‘TRICKED’ HIM 


son she refused to sleep with her husband is his “pe- 

culiar bedroom mannerisms” and that he is impotent. 

She explained that on their first night of marriage, Fer- 

guson tried to force her to engage in mutual abnormal 

sex acts and that she ran from the bedroom and locked 
herself in another room. She said she never entered her 
husband’s room again, and that she was afraid of him 
because he slept with a hatchet under his pillow. She 
pointed out also that she sent the picture of another girl 
because she was employed by the U.S. Air Force in Ger- 
many and was afraid of losing her job if white Ameri- 
f cans discovered she preferred a Negro husband. 

The German bride is suing Ferguson for $50,000 and 
$7,500 attorney fees. Ferguson agreed to make a partial 
payment of $750 on the lawyers’ fee as well as give his 
wife $65 a week support until the divorce is heard in May. 









Mrs. Ferguson demonstrates hatchet under pillow. 


POL F PHEPPLOELELOLELEL ELLER LE EL ALEL LL LELELEL LL LELELELELELLLL LET 


19 

















Ever since a dark-skinned African slave woman pre- 
sented her white lover, Robert Sweet, with a mulatto boy 
child in Virginia in 1640, students of race have sought an 
answer to this question: are children of mixed parentage 
superior to “pure-blooded” Negroes and whites? 

The most recent effort to find an answer is being 
made by a California researcher named Ernest Pettinger. 
Taking his cue from the accepted theory that mixed 
strains of livestock and plant life (an example: hybrid 
corn is more virile than inbred corn) are superior to 
single-strain lines, Pettinger has offered the theory that 
children of mixed parents (white and Negro or white and 
Mongolian) are physically superior to others. 

“I believe,” he says, “that mixed marriages break up 
old weak combinations of genes and that the new com- 
binations create sturdier and healthier people.” He 
claims that these people are more immune to infantile 
paralysis, cancer, leukemia, hemophelia, insanity, and 
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other diseases than are people of one racial strain. 

Another who believed that race could be improved 
through mixed marriage was Frederick L. Hoffman, who 
wrote the book Race, Traits and Tendencies in 1896. He 
said: “All that is needed to make us the finest race on 
earth is to engraft upon our stock the Negro element, 
which Providence has placed on our side on this con- 
tinent. Of the rich treasures of blood vouchsafed to us, 
that of the Negro is most precious.” He was an advocate 
of complete amalgamation of races. 

In the earlier days of American Negro history, the fact 
that some of the most illustrious members of the race 
were of mixed parentage was often held up as proof 
of the superiority of mixed blood over Negro blood. In 
many instances, these persons were proud and boastful 
of their white paternity, which they considered a mark 
of distinction. They were abetted by whites who fostered 
the theory that white blood was mainly responsible for 
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Booker T. Was Son Of Plantation Owner 


the achievements of these Negro greats. 

Among those who unwittingly became foils to this 
school of thought were: Booker T. Washington, great 
educator and founder of Tuskegee Institute, who was the 
son of a slave mother and an unknown white man from 
a nearby plantation; Frederick Douglass, the outstanding 
Negro abolitionist, whose white father reportedly was his 
mother’s master; Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, the first 
surgeon to perform an operation on the heart, who was 
the son of a white father and a free Negro mother; 
Blanche K. Bruce, a United States senator during recon- 
struction, who had a white father and reportedly was 
educated by a tutor along with his father’s legitimate 
son; Thomas-Alexander Dumas, a French general and 




















America’s greatest educators, litionist and scholar, was son 
was son of a Negro slave of his mother’s master. He had 
mother and white man from two wives, the first Negro and 
a nearby Virginia plantation. the second white. 
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Booker T. Washington, one of Frederick Douglass, fiery abo- | 
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father of the famed novelist, Alexander Dumas, who was 
the son of a French marquis and a Negro slave woman 
named Marie Dumas; and John M. Langston, a United 
States Minister to Haiti, who was the slave son of a 
Virginia plantation owner. 

History later debunked the theory that Booker T. 
Washington, et al, owed their success to white blood. It 
also countered theory with a fact: if white blood made 
Negroes geniuses, then 90 per cent of them should be 
geniuses because that percentage of the race contains 
white blood. 

In recent years, the success and resultant world fame 
of outstanding dark-skinned Negroes like Dr. George 
Washington Carver, Jackie Robinson, and Mrs. Mary 
McLeod Bethune is a strong refutation of the phony 
“superior white blood” theories. 
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Roy Campanella, star Brook- 
lyn catcher, is the son of an 
Italian man and a Negro 
woman, but is content to be a 
Negro without qualifications. 





_ daughter 






Philippa Schuyler, brilliant 
youn pianist-composer, is 
of Negro_ writer 
George Schuyler and white, 
Texas-born mother. 
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Science Admits No Race Superiority 


Today, most outstanding Negroes of mixed parentage 
prefer to call themselves “Negroes” without qualification. 
Among them are Philippa Schuyler, one-time child prodi- 
gy pianist-composer, who is the daughter of writer 
George Schuyler and a white mother who was born in 
Texas; and Brooklyn Dodgers catcher Roy Campanella, 
the son of an Italian father and a Negro mother. 


Despite the fact that science respects no innate su- 
periority among races of the world, the question of 
mixed-blood people is widely, often heatedly, discussed. 
It has become one of the strong bases of segregation in 
the South with such Dixiecrats as the late Bilbo, East- 
land, and Talmadge repeatedly winning elections on 
promises to keep the white race pure through segre- 
gation. 

One confused writer, Charles Wilner, author of Ali- 
mony: the American Tragedy (he believes that American 
alimony laws may drive white women to marry Negroes!), 
says on one hand that “intermarriage with divergent 





Thomas-Alerander Dumas Famed novelist Alexander Du- 
was a French general who was mas was grandson of general, 
son of a French marquis and became world famous as au- 
a Negro slave. thor of The Three Musketeers. 
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races may bear the germs of cultural death to all the 
races,” but later notes “that the children of mixed par- 
entage of about the same stock, irrespective of national- 
ity, are superior to the parents, is a fact which we observe 
in everyday life.” Still, he contends that in most cases 
children of mixed parents are victims of upset personal- 
ities. 

But Rev. James H. Robinson, a New York minister, says 
in his autobiography, Road Without Turning, “I have 
always taken the position that there is nothing intrin- 
Sically wrong with interracial marriage. ... There is 
absolutely no truth in the trite argument that the chil- 
dren of mixed racial parentage suffer untold hardships. 
If the parents are normal and healthy, are willing to bear 
the load of abuse both Negro and white society is likely 
to put upon them, and have a fairly adequate income, 
their children suffer no more than any children in similar 
circumstances. In fact, if the children are light-colored 
and straight-haired—as products of such unions almost 
all are—they receive preferential treatment in Negro} 
society. The light-complexioned Negro encounters fewer} 
handicaps than the child 
of full Negro parentage.” 

Even the noted English 
bard, William Shake- 
speare, had his say on the 
subject of mixed blood in 
All’s Well That Ends Well 
when he had “The King” 
say these words: 

Strange is it that our 

bloods, 

Of colour, weight and 
heat, pour’d all to- 
gether, 

Would quite confound 
distinction, yet stand 


Playwright anal van amas off 
was son of famed novelist o 4 ; 
same 4 third of a genera- - In differences so mighty. 


tion with mixed parentage. 
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| EDUCATION 


Criticize Loose Spending At Ala. State College ° 
Alabama State College for Negroes at Montgomery was 

criticized by the State Department of Public Examiners for 

its purchasing policy which they said showed “an apparent 

lack of regard for the principles of prudence and econ- 

omy.” The report was especially critical of: 1) the prac- 

tice of advancing salaries to teachers; 2) collecting fees 

levied against students for retirement of a bond issue . 

after the debt had been amortized; and 3) operating at a 

deficit the Hornet Grill for students. No charge was made 

against President H. Council Trenholm and other officials. 


Maryland Must Decide Separate School Issue ‘ 
The State of Maryland must decide whether it wants 

to continue to operate a separate college for Negroes or 

admit them to the university at College Park. Senator 

C. Ferdinand Sybert, speaking at a hearing on a $20 mil- 

lion budget for the University of Maryland, pointed out 

that it costs $1,753 to educate a Negro at Princess Anne 

College but only $280 for the average student at College 

Park. Princess Anne enrollment is about 400 and the 

school is not accredited. 


Nephew Succeeds Uncle On Mo. Education Board ) 
Frank W. Mitchell, Sr., general manager of the St. Louis 
Argus, was appointed by Gov. Phil M. Donnelly of Mis- 
souri as a member of the state board of education. His 
appointment was made to fill the unexpired term of his 
uncle, the late J. E. Mitchell, publisher of the Argus. 


Negroes End Strike Against Unequal La. School 
A four-day strike against conditions in a segregated 

Negro high school at Lafayette, La., ended when parents 4 
decided to send their children back to school. The par- ( 
ents complained that the Paul Breaux High School, now ( 
nearing completion, will not have an auditorium, gym- ( 
nasium and inside toilets. They also said that bus serv- ] 
ive was inadequate and charged that the playground at ‘ 
the new school was not located on the best available site. t ] 
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Arkansas Medical Group Admits 4 Negro Doctors 

Four Negro doctors were elected by acclamation to the 
Pulaski County Medical Society at Little Rock, Ark. Ad- 
mitted to the former all-white medical group were Doc- 
tors O. B. White, J. M. Robinson, G. W. S. Ish and Hugh 
Browne. Dr. Raymond C. Cook, society president, said 
the Negro doctors, first ever admitted to the group, “met jf 
all professional qualifications and were thoroughly in- 
vestigated.” Only medical society members are permitted 
to practice in Little Rock hospitals but no announcement | 
has been made by the hospitals as to whether they will 
admit to practice Negro members. 


Meharry Student Named “Miss Student Nurse’ 

Competing 
against five 
white student 
nurses, Mrs. 
Vanzola_ Clark, 
23 - year - old 
mother of two 
children and a 
junior at the 
Meharry School 
of Nursing, was 
named ‘Miss 
Student Nurse” " 
of Nashville and Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Alma Galt, supervisor. 
Davidson County, and became a candidate for the title 
of “Miss Student Nurse” of Tennessee. Competitors were 
judged on the basis of: 1) an essay submitted by each 
candidate on “What Nursing Means To Me”; 2) personal 
qualifications; and 3) an interview with the judges. Mrs. 
Clark attended Dillard University in New Orleans for 3% 
years, taking pre-nursing studies. Her husband, Samuel 
S., now in Louisiana with their children, will enter Me- 
harry this September as a medical student. 
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‘Porgy and Bess’ Opens On Broadway 

Direct from a six-menth, 158-performance tour of 
Europe, Porgy and Bess opened in New York at the 
Ziegfeld Theater minus its star, baritone William War- 
field. A gala first night audience greeted the all-Negro 
cast of the George Gershwin-Dubose Heyward musical. 
Featured in the role of “Sportin’ Life” is bandleader Cab 
Calloway, appearing on Broadway for the first time in 
the role created especially for him. Rotating in the lead 
role of Porgy are LaVern Hutcherson and Leslie -Scott. 
Alternating as Bess are Urylee Leonardos and Leontyne 
Price, Mrs. Warfield in private life. Warfield is scheduled 
to return to the show as Porgy in May. 


Dorothy Dandridge Cast In New MGM Film 

Singer Dorothy Dandridge was selected for a major role 
in a new Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film entitled Hit The 
Deck. It will be her third MGM film role and will star 
Donald O’Connor and go into production late this spring 
when Miss Dandridge completes a South American tour. 
Her other MGM pictures are Bright Road and Remains 
To Be Seen. 
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Billy Rose Denies Inking Lena, ‘Mr. B.’ For Movie 

Broadway producer Billy Rose said he would defer 
plans for making an independent third dimensional film 
version of Carmen Jones starring Lena Horne and Billy 
Eckstine until the confusion in Hollywood over the new 
type of movies subsides. “God knows they are fine per- 
formers and I would like to have them in such a picture,” 
the Broadway producer told JET. “But after seeing cine- 
rama I am undecided. There is no truth to reports that 
I have already signed them.” 


Hilda Simms Returns To Star In Joe Louis Film 


Actress Hilda 
Simms who cap- 
tivated Broad- 
way a few years 
ago in the title 
role of the dra- 
ma, Anna Lu- 
casta, returned 
to the U.S. from 
London and 
Paris to portray 
Marva Louis in 
the forthcoming 
film based on 
the life of for- 
mer heavyweight 
champion, Joe 
Louis. Arriving 
in New York 
aboard the liner 
United States 
and accom- 
panied by her Hilda Simms and husband. 
white actor husband, Richard Angerola, she frankly ad- 
mitted: “There were times (in Europe) when I nearly 
starved to death. This is the happiest day of my life. 
While I have no real regrets about my five years abroad, 
coming home again is like a trip to fairyland.” 
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WW The King Takes A Swim: As a gag, singer Nat (King) 
Cole told whiskey salesman Sinclair Rogers at the Lord 
Calvert Hotel pool in Miami: “If you’ll swim the length 
of the pool, I’ll dive in with my clothes on.” Rogers swam 


the distance, so Cole dived in and stroked expertly back 
to pool’s edge (see above and below), then posed (oppo- 
site page) with Rogers, still fully-clothed. 
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Marian Anderson To Sing In Constitution Hall 

Contralto Marian Anderson will give her first commer- 
cial recital in Constitution Hall in Washington, D. C., on 
March 14, 14 years after the Daughters of the American 
Revolution refused her permission to appear in the his- 
toric hall because she was a Negro. Miss Anderson had 
previously sung twice in the hall, but both times on 
benefit programs. Following the 1939 “snub,” Miss Ander- 
son sang on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and 
attracted 75,000 people. A DAR spokesman said the 
“white artists only” clause is still contained in contract 
forms for commercial use of the hall, and that Miss An- 
derson’s year-old request to appear there was granted 
by a special ruling of the DAR management board. 































British Relax Ban For ‘Jazz At Philhar monic’ 

An 18-year-old ban 
prohibiting American 
orchestras from per- 
forming in England 
was lifted when Nor- 
man Granz’ Jazz at 
the Philharmonic, fea- 
turing Ella Fitzger- 
ald and a number of | 
top-flight Negro and — 
white musicians © 
played at the State 
Theater in Kilburn. 
The British musicians’.  § 
union relaxed the ee Se itil 
rule to permit the Flip Phillips and Ella Fitzgerald 
Granz entourage to play for the benefit of the Lord 
Mayor’s national flood and tempest distress fund organ- 
ization. JATPs second annual European tour began in 
Stockholm, Sweden, with an all-star entourage including 
Miss Fitzgerald, Gene Krupa, J. C. Herd, Lester Young, 
Flip Phillips, Oscar Peterson, Ray Brown, Barney Kessel, 
Charlie Shavers, and Willie Smith. 
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Tessa’s shapely figure attracted 
movie scouts in London. 


NEW 
HOLLYWOOD 
GLAMOR 
QUEEN 


Sultry, curvaceous Tessa | 
Pendergast, who will soon 
make her Hollywood debut | 
in a leading role with Burt | 
Lancaster in the Warner | 
technicolor movie, His Maj- | 
esty O’Keefe, is perhaps the © 


shapeliest foreign-born Ne- 
gro actress to reach the 


American screen in recent 


years. The olive-skinned, 


22-year-old Jamaican beau- | 
ty has a 22-inch waistline, 


34-inch hips, 3812-inch bust 


and is already being bally- | 
in Hollywood as a’ 


” 


hooed 
“sepia Jane Russell—plus. 

Of mixed ancestry, Tessa 
was born in the Jamaican 
capital city of Kingston. 


Her father owns a banana | 
plantation on the island, | 
and her stepfather, N. N. | 
_Nethersole, is a leading Ja- | 


maican barrister and mem- 


ber of the legislative as- | 
33 











> 


Talent Scouts Discovered Her In Night Club 


sembly. In the Warner Brothers film, Tessa is cast as 

|a Fijian girl and will speak only in the Fiji dialect. 
Warner executives signed her for the role after see- 

\ing her as an entertainer at London’s famous Pigalle 
night club. A bit-player in British movies, she scored 
her first success a couple of years ago when she did 
the Seven Veils dance in an otherwise obscure English 
picture titled Song Of Paris. Tessa has already be- 
come Hollywood wolf bait, and reveals that she has 

& broken her engagement with a titled Englishman 
whose name she refuses to disclose. 





A Isabelle Cooley, who gave 
up a cashier’s job at Bird- 
land Cafe to dance in a 
Paris night club, is talking 
over wedding plans with 
French sculptor Christian 
Vasseus. 


A Savannah Churchill is 
building a factory in Brook- 
lyn to set up an embalm- 
ing fluid business. Her hus- 
band, Jesse Johnson, will 
manage it for her and give 
up his insurance firm. 


Isabelle Cooley 
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A Fear of her voice chang- 
ing is keeping Ruth Brown 
from going ahead with a 
tonsil operation. If she does 
she will take out a $50,000 
insurance policy on her fa- 
mous pipes. 


A Steve Gibson (Redcaps) 
and his vocalist, Damita 
Jo, are reportedly not 
speaking since Pittsburgh 
salesman Jim Bailey started 
woomancing her with long 
distance calls. 





Savannah Churchill 
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A Roberta Church, the 
pretty Memphis Republi- 
can, is shopping for a Wash- 
ington apartment which 
means she is due for a big 
Federal job soon. 


A Evelyn Robinson and 
Jack Walker are doing a 
nightly disc jockey show on 
WOV from the Palm cafe. 
She is ex-champ Sugar 
Ray’s sister. 


A One of the owners of 
Washington’s newest drug- 
store, The Hut, is Alec Un- 
derdown, who used to own 
a U Street jazz spot there. 
He’s hiring a teenage band 
to bop for the malted milk 
crowd who make it their 
hangout. 





Damita Jo 


A Roy Campanella, ZJr., 
four-year-old son of the 
Dodger catcher, is headed 
for ‘a theatrical career. He 
can imitate his dad, sing in 
Spanish, and make like Roy 
Rogers and Billy Daniels. 


A The life of the late Fats 
Waller is being put in book 
form by his ex-manager Ed 
Kirkeby. It was Fats who 
brought the Deep River 
Boys to the attention of 
Kirkeby, who is now their 
manager. 


A All St. Louis is excited 
since Kiah Sayles confided 
to friends that he is marry- 
ing one of the town’s love- 
liest gals. Chicago’s Killer 
Johnson is laying heavy 
odds that he won’t. 






Ruth Brown 
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A Comic Nipsey Russell, 
celebrating his fifth year at 
the Baby Grand night club, 
was gifted with a midget 
racing auto by owner 
George Krulik. In the last 
war, Russell was rated the 
best GI jeep driver in Eu- 
rope. 


A Before Eunice Davis 
rocketed to fame with the 
tune, Rock Little Daddy, 
she was a chef cook. Now 
when she appears in a night 
club her contract specifies 
that she be allowed to use 
the kitchen to fix her meals. 


A Singer Milton Bugg is 
taking legal steps to have 
his last name changed to 
Thomas. His sister is Ar- 
tha Brown, head of a Cleve- 
land model agency. 


A Grant Reynolds, Grand 
Basileus of Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity, off on a nation- 
wide tour of local cliapters, 
will wind up in Los Angeles 
with the mayor giving him 
the key to the city. 


A One of the nation’s top 
male singers is in misery. 
Taxes and lack of work for 
his quartet forced him to 
pawn his most prized pos- 
session —the eye-blinding 
diamond ring that he liked 
to wave at audiences. 
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A The Bob Bells are look- 
ing forward to “a little bell” 
soon. He is guitarist with 
The 3 Peppers. 


A More than 150 needy 
members were aided last 
year by the Negro Actors 
Guild, according to presi- 
dent Noble Sissle. He said 
they paid their rents, 
bought them food and 
clothing. 


A Wedding bells are about 
to ring for Bobbie Branch, 
office manager in the na- 
tional office of the NAACP. 
Her prospective mate is a 
wealthy Oklahoma City 
businessman she met at 
the association’s convention 
there last year. 


A Bob Cunningham, a Chi- 
cago writer, is preparing a 
biography on the life of the 
late Dr. Louis T. Wright, 
who was chief surgeon at 
Harlem Hospital. 


A Last year’s Miss Spelman 
College, Laura Williams, 
nixed a theatrical career 
to wed salesman Walter 
Brown. 


A It’s a girl for the Arthur 
Kayo Smiths. She is the 
ex-wife of singer Lee Rich- 
ardson. 
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A Friends of advertising executive 
Bill Graham are wondering if his 
Florida trip was on business or to take 
an altar walk with his Girl Friday, 
Vivian Cooke, who accompanied him. 


A Pianist Eddie Heywood plans to 
junk his band at the end of the year 
to compose symphonic jazz material. 
He has almost completed his jazz con- 
certo which he will record with a 
75-piece ork. 


A When Fred Waring’s show played 
in Jackson, Miss., town officials refused 
to let his sepia singer Frank Davis 
appear with the group. Waring told 
his manager not to sign contracts next 
year for any spot where Davis would 
be barred. 


A When singer Larry Darnell plays 
New Orleans he’ll try for a reconcilia- 
tion with his wife, Beulah, proprietor 
of the Caravan night spot. His friends 
say he is lonesome without her after 
a two-year separation. 


A Billy Davenport, ex-Chicago drum- 
mer, now in the Navy band, is set to 
take the vows with Norfolk’s pretty 
Ernestine Richardson. He met her at 
a USO dance and it was love at first 
sight. 


A Survey in Harlem just revealed that 
nine out of ten playboys and sports- 
men who own Cadillacs live in a fur- 
nished room. Two even had no home, 
kept their clothes in the trunk of 
their cars. 

—MAJOR a 
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Small Town 
Girl 
MGM’s §fast- 
moving comedy, 
Small Town Girl, 
is a new treat- 
ment of the very 
old and ,trite 
plot of “rich boy 
meets small 
town girl.” In 
this light farce, 
actor Farley md i 
Granger is cast Nat Cole sings for Jane Powell. 
as a madcap millionaire playboy who is locked up in a 
small-town bastille for speeding. While in jail he falls 
for the daughter of the judge who sentenced him. Ann 
Miller’s dancing is much better than her role of the 
Broadway stage star who has greedy eyes on the playboy’s 
millions. As expected, she complicates his romance with 
the young girl (Jane Powell). Billie Burke flutters across 
the screen as Granger’s feather-brained mother, a role 
she has played almost to death. One of the few out- 
standing parts of the film is Nat (King) Cole’s brief ap- 
pearance as a singer. 


Week’s Radio- TV Previe iew 

Cab Calloway on the All Star Revue (Saturday, March 14, 
at 8 p.m. EST) on NBC television. 

Henry Davis vs. Paddy DeMarco in a 10-round lightweight 
boxing match (Saturday, March 14, at 9 p.m. EST) on NBC 
television. 

The Fisk University Choir on Negro College Choirs (Sun- 
day, March 15, at 9:30 a.m. EST) on ABC radio. 

Nat (King) Cole on the Perry Como Show (Wednesday, 
March 18, at 7:45 p.m. EST) on CBS television. 
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FIGHT OF THE WEEK. Wiley Hill, 72, and 
= = = Walter Outlaw, 67, friends for 35 years, were 
walking down a Memphis street together when they saw a 
dime on the sidewalk. Both reached for the 10-cent piece. 
One got it; the other claimed he saw it first. They began 
to fight, and police arrested them both. Unable to pay $22 
| in fines, both were sentenced to work them out. 



































— NUMBERS MEN OF THE WEEK. When Atlanta 
i { <==’ Criminal Court judge Luther Alverson fined two 
Negroes $1,000 each for operating a numbers game, the 

’ two asked for a little time to raise the money. Judge 
Alverson agreed. An hour later, the two operators 
marched into court, dumped a paper sack on the court 

so clerk’s desk. In it were stuffed 2,000 one-dollar bills— 
alls money, the judge commented, which had been obtained 
nn from poor folks who bet on the bug (numbers). 

the SUICIDE OF THE WEEK. In Philadelphia, 13- 

y’s <x = =’ year-old Eartha Lee Grimes said a cheerful 

ith goodbye to her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Grimes, as 

‘OSS they left home for work at 7 a.m. Later she chatted 

ole | amiably with three girl friends who stopped by for a 

ut- | visit on their way to school. Not fully dressed, Eartha 

ap- Lee promised as they left that she would follow them to 

_ school in a few minutes. But after they were gone, she 

| took a double-barreled shotgun and committed suicide 
| in her bedroom. Girl friends told police Eartha Lee re- 

14, sented her parents making her wear her hair in pigtails. 

RESCUE OF THE WEEK. John Henry Jett, 42- 
sht < aes = year-old laborer of Chamblee, Ga., was working 


BC at the bottom of a 10-foot ditch when the red clay caved 
in on him. Fellow employees, frantically scooping away 


in- the dirt, managed to uncover his head. But at that mo- 
ment, a second cave-in buried Jett again. Firemen, dash- 
ay, ing to the scene, finally saved Jett from an untimely death. 







. 41 











SERGEANT OF THE WEEK. Discharged from 
<= = = the Army at Fort Custer, Mich., Detroiter Dewey 
Moss, Jr., donned a sergeant’s uniform to return to camp 
and visit his buddies. He carried with him a duffelbag. 
As he left camp, a curious guard looked inside his duffel- 
bag. He carried: three 16-pound hams, two 1042-pound 
slabs of bacon, 9 frozen chickens, 20 pounds of wieners, 
two large salamis, two large liverwursts, two 12-pound 
pork loins, and four 10-pound chunks of boneless beef. 
A search of “Sgt.” Moss’ car outside the gate revealed 
four GI overcoats. Federal Judge Arthur A. Koscinski 
charged the veteran with wearing a sergeant’s uniform 
illegally and theft of government property. 


\ BROTHERHOOD LESSON OF THE WEEK. Otto 
ithe? her Bettag, Illinois state director of public welfare, 
out for a drive in Springfield, ordered his family chauffeur 
to “take me to the best restaurant in town.” When they 
arrived minutes later, Bettag invited the elderly Negro 
inside to lunch with him. Embarrassed, the chauffeur 
explained: “They don’t serve colored folks in there.” 

“Then it’s the worst restaurant in town,” exclaimed the 
irate Bettag. “Let’s go some place else.” 


w % SPENDERS OF THE WEEK. Before. news of a 
a? He? SP $6 352 theft from Government Services, Inc., of 
Washington, had broken, three unnamed Negroes found 
half of the loot of the unknown thieves hidden in a can 
in a wooded area in Arlington, Va. They rushed the 
money to one of the trio’s homes, then went on a spend- 
ing spree. One man took a trip to North Carolina, an- 
other went to Pennsylvania, and the third bought a tele- 
vision set. They bought whiskey, paid bills, and had a good 
time, attracting attention with fistfuls of money and 
spending all but $473 of their find. When police heard 
about the poor men who had suddenly become rich, an 
arrest was made. But there was no law in Virginia cov- 
ering such an incident, so police were powerless to prose- 
cute. Sgt. Albert F. Mode of the Arlington police said he 
was sorry it happened in Virginia. 
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Indict Diplomat’s Chauffeur In D. C. Dope Raids 

A $1,000,000 narcotics racket in Washington, D. C., 
which operated through New York from Turkey, . Italy 
and Red China, was smashed with the arrest and indict- 
ment of William Hamilton, 36-year-old diplomat’s chauf- 
feur described as the “Marijuana King of Washington.” 
Two men, suspected of succeeding narcotics kingpin 
Randolph (Catfish) Turner, and 50 wholesalers, peddlers 
and users of drugs were also arrested in the capital’s 
biggest raid. 

The grand jury indicted Hamilton, chauffeur for Gen- 
eralissimo Raphael L. Trujillo, the Dominican Republic’s 
chief delegate to the UN, on 12 charges of selling mari- 
juana to an undercover agent, operating two “dope dens,” 
and hiring drug addicts to peddle for him. Also indicted 
were Joseph N. King, 31, and Robert T. Ross, 35, who al- 
legedly took over the lucrative narcotics trade left behind 
by Turner, who with Leon James received an 8-to-24-year 
prison term in January. Large quantities of heroin and 
marijuana, and $10,000 in cash was confiscated in the 
raids. 


Say Negro Teacher Raped White Mental Patient 

A 24-year-old Negro music instructor at Rosewood State 
Hospital for the’ feeble-minded in Towson, Md., was 
charged with raping a white patient who has a mental 
age of five. Hospital authorities said the rape took place 
in Rosewood’s administration building before several wit- 
nesses. Identity of the 37-year-old victim and her accused 
attacker was withheld pending the man’s arrest. 


Arrest New Orleans Youth Leader On Dope Charge 
A director of a New Orleans youth center was arrested 
after police reported finding enough loose marijuana in 
his locker to roll about 30 king-sized cigarettes. William 
Carter Banks, 25-year-old recreational director of Peoples 
Methodist Community Center, denied that he had dis- 
tributed any of the dope to children at the center. 
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One of the most bizarre murder mysteries in criminal + 


history ended in Pittsburgh when three Negroes were 
arrested for the $10,000 “installment plan” killing of Mrs. 
Alice Storch, a 49-year-old white woman. Also under 
arrest and likewise facing death in- the electric chair was 
the woman’s husband, Ernest E. Storch, a 50-year-old, 


well-to-do white refining company mechanic, who said ' 
he hired the killers to slay his wife because, he said, she 4 


was a “nagging shrew” and he was interested in another 
woman. According to Storch, the actual killers were: 
Richard (Dick) Haines, 28; Walter Henderson, 26; and 
Russell Budd, 28-year-old son of Pittsburgh policeman 
Walter Budd. (However, Storch and the three Negroes 
pleaded innocent in a hearing.) In his confession, Storch 
said he had hired the killers for the $10,000 “job” after 
a Negro streetwalker, Ethel (Lucky) Henderson, intro- 
duced Storch to Haines, who brought in the other two 
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Nab 60 In Chicago For Using Dope To Evade Draft 

Sixty draft-age drug addicts, 52 of them Negro, con- 
fessed to Chicage police that they began using heroin 
to escape the draft. The men, all rejected by the Army, 
were arrested for robbery, burglary or purse snatching. 


Youths Get Life Terms For $3 Robbery, Car Theft 


Two Birmingham, Ala., teen-agers were sentenced to * 


life imprisonment for a $3 robbery and auto theft. The 
youths, Oscar Roberson, 18, and Edward Loury, 19, are 
already serving 25-year federal prison terms for kidnap- 
ping Joe McDevitt in February, 1950, and driving him to 
Kentucky where they wrecked his car. At their second 
trial, they pleaded guilty to robbing McDevitt of $3 and 
stealing his car from a Birmingham parking lot. The 
youths will serve out the Federal sentences in Kentucky, 
then return to Alabama to begin life terms. 
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‘INSTALLMENT PLAN’ MURDER 
men. Haines was paid $1500 down in November, and the 
ere other two received $1000 each in December. The $6500 






























irs. balance was due when services were rendered. 

ler The Negroes were captured in a trap set by police when 
vas they met Storch purportedly to collect the $6,500. Pre- 
ld, _ viously Storch had broken down under sustained police 
a grilling and confessed the whole plot. Budd escaped the 
> 


trap in a hail of bullets, but was finally nabbed by Negro 
1er | constables John (Buddy) Harris and Clarence Penn. 
re: | Police said that Budd actually killed Mrs. Storch, first 
nd | strangling her with an electric cord and then stabbing 
an ; her 20 times. At the hearing, Storch repudiated some of 
4 his statements on the grounds that he had no counsel 


rC present at the time. But corporal James D. Barger of the 
ter Pennsylvania State Police said Haines, Henderson and 
et Budd admitted their connection with the case and that 


Budd and Henderson had re-enacted the killing. 
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aft Teen-Ager Accuses Ex-Con Of Kidnapping, Rape 
yn- A teen-aged Los Angeles dancer told police she was 


pin kidnapped at gunpoint by a 38-year-old ex-convict, 
ny, drugged and forced to participate in an all-night sex 
orgy. The girl, Connie (Tony) Spencer, 19, said Isaac 
Simms, a painter, forced her to accompany him to the 
eft home of beautician Lois Allen, 28, where he attacked her 
to { in Miss Allen’s bed. The girl said the attack occurred 

| after she “passed out” from the effects of narcotics. 


are | Youth Robs One-Armed Vet, Gets 99 Years 
A 19-year-old Alabama youth was sentenced to 99 years 





’ 
to « in prison on a charge of robbing and stabbing a one- 
md armed white veteran. Joe McCullough, who fell asleep 
ind on a roadside after taking a short walk to “shake off” the 
"he effects of beer which he had drunk, said he was awakened 
ky, by a stab in the back. He testified the defendant, Edgar 
Earle Dudley, robbed him of nine dollars and attempted 
to force him into a perverted sex act. 
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Vibrating belt used by model 
Lynette Cobb reduces hips. 







































| Beauty Baths: 
New Fad 
; In Hollywood 


Most figure-con- 
scious women in the 
world, perhaps, are 
the stars, starlets and 
models of Hollywood 
/ and New York, who 
must be both slender 
and shapely when 
they appear before the 
motion picture cam- 
era and the highly- 
critical public. Regu- 
lar exercises and 
sensible diets help 
many to retain or re- 
gain their physical 
beauty, but to scores 
of these women, reg- 
ular treatment at a 
bathhouse is also a 
{ must. Although many 
of the more elaborate 
Negro establishments 
are located on the 
East and West Coasts, 
there are up-to-date 
salons throughout the 
country where women 
may receive scientific 
help in keeping fit 
and lovely. 











In steam bath, Lynette enjoys heat 
on her body. 





47 





Lynette has back massaged in Vibrating reducing gadgets re- 
whirlpool bath. move weight wherever needed. 


Baths Help Stars Melt Off Pounds 

While individual services of bathhouses differ, the good 
ones stress a program which helps to relax tired muscles, 
exercise seldom-used ones, reduce the weight and. im- 
prove body contours. Both manual and mechanical mas- 
sages are given to break down fatty tissues beneath the 
skin and to pep up circulation. Spot treatments which 
take off excess weight where and when it is needed are 
administered by specialists. Excess pounds are melted off 
in steam cabinets, or in special steam rooms. Machines 
like the exercycle and the vibrato give leg and waist mus- 
cles a workout. In the better bathhouses, customers are 
provided with sanitary paper shoes, fresh sheets or towels 
to wrap around themselves, and individual booths in 
which to undergo treatment. A majority of states have 
enacted laws which make it illegal for a man to massage 
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Hand massages tone up mus- 
cles of back, also take off fat. 





a woman, or vice versa, in 
order to reduce sex crimes. 
One of the best-known 
Negro salons in America is 
the Johnson Bathhouse, 
where JET photographed at- 
tractive model Lynette Cobb, 
“Miss Bronze L. A. for 1952,” 
as she went through the 
course. Its customers include 
a long list of entertainment 
personalities, among them 
Dorothy Dandridge, the 
night club star; singers Nat 
Cole and Dinah Washington 
and bandleaders Lionel : ; 
Hampton and Roy Milton. égucing ‘treatments are oper. 
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| SOCIETY 


CHICACO. Sparking the tiny 
tot fashion show themed 
“Buds in Bloom” at the 
Parkway Community Cen- 
ter were the tiny sons and 
daughters of prominent 
Windy City socialites. Curly 
haired Marsha Bynum and 
handsome Norman Mc- 
Gawas modeled matching 
boy-girl outfits of red plaid 
(see photo). The Les In- 
genious, a civic-social club 
staged a fashion revue and 
tea to benefit the Provi- 
dent Hospital nursery... . 
Former Chicagoan Mrs. 
Beulah Honore, now of 
Los Angeles, was feted at 
a series of welcome parties Marsha and Norman 
during her visit here. 





LOS ANGELES. Keeping pace with swift March winds were 
the weekend parties that greeted 30 secondary school 


principals attending the National Education Convention . 


at the Hotel Statler. Alphaman Samuel P. DeBose, who 
is counsellor at Lafayette Junior High School, vied for 
honors as top host by entertaining the educators at a gay 
midnight party in his swank penthouse . . . Pretty Annie 
Harrison altered lavish Easter wedding plans and settled 
for a quick private ceremony just before her new hubby, 
Herbert Young, USN, embarked for Korea. The couple 
was wed at the home of the bride’s parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur J. Harrison . . . Fifty prominent socialites drove 
30 miles to the new ultra-modern Twin City Beach Club 
in Signal Hill for a fabulous party tossed by wealthy hair 
stylist Eadward Deason in honor of two Mexican friends. 


. 
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DETROIT. A fascinating pano- 
rama of new spring styles 
was introduced at the Na- 
tional Association of Fashion 
Accessory Designers’ annual 
fashion show at the Latin 
Quarter. A bevy of chic mod- 
els wore original outfits de- 
signed by top Motor City 
couturiers. Modiste Anne 
Moore startled the audience 
with her reversible 12-way 
“Globe Trotter” coat, made 
of 14 yards of red and white 
linen modeled by Margaret 
St. John (see photo). Her 
bulls-eye beach set also drew 
comments .. . Biggest wed- 
ding of the late-winter season 
was the marriage of Shirley 
Petross, Inkster High school- 
marm, to Wood Sharpley at 
St. Paul’s AME Church ... 
Talented teenagers in slacks 
and blue jeans staged an im- 
promptu floor show at cute 
Julia Carson’s birthday party 
... Mrs. Alfred Thomas, Sr., 
was named ‘‘Outstanding 
Club Woman of the Year” by 
the Alabama A. & M. alumni 
at their program in Veter- 
ans Memorial Hall. 





Model Margaret St. John 


WASHINGTON. Capital City staff members of the Courier 
newspaper tossed a surprise birthday party for Hugo 
Warren, business manager, at the beautiful Celebrity 
Room in the Rhode Island Plaza . . . Mercer Ellington, 
son of band leader Duke Ellington, dropped in for a brief 
visit with his mother Mrs. Edna Ellington, and friends. 








+: PEOPLE ARE 


New York’s night club owner and sportsman John 
Levy, who drove a serge-blue 1953 Cadillac Fleetwood 
from St. Albans, L. I., to Hot Springs where he exhib- 
ited to racetrack pals the $5,005 paid-in-full receipt on 
the buggy. 


Newsman Ollie Stewart denying reports he got mar- 
ried in Paris. A brother in Alabama heard the rumor 
of his wedding and sent him a sizeable check as a 
wedding present. 


y. A bigwig Detroit florist who is said to be in trouble 
with Uncle Sam over his unpaid income tax. 


Mary Dee, Pittsburgh’s first Negro disc jockey, who was 
gifted with a crazy new 1953 pink and cream-colored 
Ford of which she says nary a word in her daily run- 
down of what’s happening in the Smokey City. 


Cleveland’s Councilman Ted Williams’ reply to the 
continual kidding about the cast on his right forearm, 
“You ought to see the guy that got away.” Actually, 
the lawyer fell down a flight of stairs and fractured 
his wrist. 


That pending divorce of South Philadelphia under- 
taker Royal Weaver and his white wife. She claims 
she didn’t know he was a Negro when they were mar- 
ried. 


Tim Kane, the pawn shop king in Hot Springs, who in 
his showcases displays 6, 7 and 8 carat diamond rings, 
stickpins and platinum watches belonging to the lads 
from All Over, U.S.A., who tried but couldn’t. 


., That flashy 1953 green and cream “98” Holiday Olds- 
*t mobile that Hosea Harris, one of St. Louis’ fabulous 





Harris brothers, bought for his two daughters to drive 
to high school every day. 
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.. Folies Bergere star Ruby (Curly-Top) Richards doing 


=, 
. 






~ the rounds in Paris with a very jealous Italian prince 
who glares at any man who comes near her. When 
he’s not around, Ruby plays it safe, goes out with 
three or four men at a time. 


}.t- The local Philadelphia bigwig bishop, who after de- 
“* livering the guest sermon on “Courtesy and Kindness” 


at a Baptist church, stomped angrily from the pulpit 
after somebody informed him that a thief had just 
driven off in the brand new 1953 Fleetwood Cadillac he 
had parked near the church. 


he - The “no gambling” pledge to himself of Washington’s 


fabulous Roger (Whitetop) Simkins, which saw him 
passing up the Malvern Avenue spots in favor of an 
easy chair on the veranda of the National Baptist 
Sanitarium’ and Bathhouse. 


'. Sue Brown of New York, now in Heidelberg, Germany, 
where she is working for the Army and is now so 


Europeanized that she is twisting a French millionaire 
around her finger. He pays her plane fare for week- 
end trips to Paris. To her less successful cronies, she 
says: “You’re too soft on men, so they don’t appreciate 
you. If you want a man to love you, you’ve got to 
treat him like a dog. Then he worships you.” 


:!-The way his so-called pals are spreading malicious 
‘rumors about the well-known Brooklyn immigration 


department employee concerning his proposed trip to 
Europe in May when he will attend the Coronation. 


-!. Edith Irby Jones of Hot Springs, Ark., only Negro to 
* graduate from the University of Arkansas pre-med 


school, who is now interning at the university hospital 
in Little Rock. 
—DAN BURLEY 
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bo THE PLANTATION 
WEEK By Ovid Williams Pierce 


‘= Unlike most books now being written about the South 
which describe bygone grandeur, present-day poverty or 
racial violence, The Plantation (Doubleday, $3.00) is a 
quiet little volume about one man’s North Carolina fam- 
ily and what became of it. The story unravels, rather 
than weaves together, the loose ends 
of the lives of those who once peopled 
Mr. Ed’s old plantation. As the few 
remaining members of the Ruffin clan 
assemble in the old home at the bed- 
side of the dying man, a flood of mem- 
ories are paraded across the minds of 
a confused procession of aunts, uncles, 
cousins, near-relatives and former 
wives of Mr. Ed. There are, of course, 
the inevitable cabins in the cotton 

. sia and the old “darky” retainers: .Jo- 
Ovid Pierce sephus, the coachman who ruled the 
plantation through Mr. Ed, and cook Della, who stood in 
more ways than one between the woman and her master. 


®@ The Plantation is a moody, retrospective book filled 
with “remembered things that had almost been.” It 
hints of a disappointed love affair. There are allusions 
to gentle deception and family betrayals. There are a 
wife’s poor relations who haunt the outer periphery of 
the family circle. The book is filled with hindsight and 
the remorse of those who left the old man alone while 
they went their individual ways. It is through these brief 
flights into the characters of these unimportant people, 
untouched by the times and lost in the little world 
around them, that Ovid Williams Pierce tells his story. 
Although the Tulane University instructor does not say 
so, the novel, laid in his native North Carolina town, is 
undoubtedly the child of his own reflections. 
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THE: WEEK’S 
BEST PHOTOS 


Wl O-o-h, My Achin’ Head!: Typical of many Americans at 
this time of year, comedian Timmie Rogers gets a head- 
ache while trying to figure his income tax between shows 
at the Tiffany Club in Los Angeles. Despite numerous 
aids—extra pencils, tax books, and high-speed calculators 
—Rogers takes an aspirin and an icebag to ease the pain. 
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Bob Natkin 
Wi Welcome Home Kiss: Back home again after being 
struck by a car and hospitalized, pioneer Chicago radio 
producer-announcer Jack L. Cooper got a “welcome 
home” kiss from his pet parrot “Spike.” Rare bird, named 
after Spike Jones, is an African Gray valued at over $500. 
Pet can say practically everything except “goodnight.” 
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European 

)M Actress Takes Dance Lessons: Shapely French actress 

Michele Morgan decided to learn first-hand about African 

dances after watching the rhythmic routines in a Paris 

night club. Taking lessons from African dancers, she had 

commented: “I get chills up my spine watching these 
| dances. They are so sensual.” 
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Wide World 


Wl Eight-Foot Stretch: Walt Dukes, six-foot-11 All-Amer- 
ican center from Seton Hall University stretches his lean 
frame more than eight feet in futile effort to score two 
points against Dayton while John Horan (15) attempts a 
block. Despite Dukes’ valiant try, Dayton won the game 
to end Seton Hall’s record victory string at 27 games. 
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Arteaga 


Wl Sells Paints By Radio: A Dick Tracy-type of pocket radio 
receiver helps salesmen of a St. Louis firm to sell paint. 
Dispatcher Leroy LeGrone displays gadget as long as pen 
and two inches in width which gets messages from home 
office in 25-mile area and gives tips -to salesmen to pro- 
ceed to prospective clients. 
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Worops or tHe Weex 


Marian Anderson, bemoaning the 
fact that she never gets warm food © 
in her dressing room: “If someone,. ~| 
would only invent a plate warmer 
to keep food warm. They have them 
for babies, but not for singers.” 


Fred (Duke) Slater, former iron- 
man All-American tackle on Iowa’s 
1921 Big Ten Conference champion 
football team, explaining how foot- 
ball training helps in his work as a 
judge in Chicago’s Municipal Court: 
“Football is a rugged, demanding Marian Anderson 
sport, and it teaches you to put every effort forth. The 
finest thing about playing is that you retain a lot of the 
give and take the rest of your life.” 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Broadway stage star and writer, 
“There is no use sitting back and saying that, given time, 
prejudice will cure itself. That’s the lazy, the cowardly 
and the ignorant. Unless we do something about it and 
start now, this prejudice will continue. We must start 
with ourselves.” 





Tommy Gibbons, former heavyweight fighter of the Jack 
Dempsey era who is now a sheriff in Minnesota, explain- 
ing why the Negro dominates the fight game: “He isn’t 
afraid to work and he realizes that as a fighter he has a 
chance to get something that he couldn’t otherwise get.” 


Claude G. Bowers, historian and U. S. ambassador to Chile, 
telling the history of racial prejudices: “Prejudices and 
hates based on the differences in race and religion come 
down to us from the Dark Ages. These prejudices were 
born of ignorance. Even in the early days of the Amer- 
ican colonies, they crawled out of dark crevices to exude 
their poison.” 
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Rumor Cleveland Indians Will Sell Larry Doby 

As major league baseball clubs began a 313-game 
spring exhibition schedule, Negro players were featured 
in several developments. 

e Although he flew to the Cleveland Indians training 
base at Tucson following receipt of a “threatening” tele- 
gram from General Manager Hank Greenberg, outfielder 
Larry Doby remained unsigned, watching the first two 
exhibitions from the stands. Later he signed his 1953 con- 
tract for approximately $27,000. It was believed Doby was 
holding out for $35,000 while Greenberg was offering 
$25,000. Latest rumor: Doby will be traded to Chicago. 

e Harry Simpson made an early charge to repel Dave 
Hoskins’ bid for his right field position. The big gun as 
the Indians beat the New York Giants 11 to 6, Simpson 
hit four times, including a grand-slam home run. Rookie 
pitcher Dave Hoskins, who won 22 games last year at 
Dallas, was greeted by two home runs when he appeared 
in the same game. 

e Manager Charley Grimm tried Sam Jethroe, last year’s 
center fielder, in left field during Boston Brave exhibi- 
tions with Bill Bruton, from Milwaukee, and Jim Pendle- 
ton, purchased from Montreal, sharing center. 

Other developments: Brooklyn manager Chuck Dres- 
sen returned second baseman Jackie Robinson to the 
clean-up spot; Satchel Paige, St. Louis Browns relief 
hurler, claimed he had developed an “old age” pitch, a 
submarine delivery; and Giant spirits soared as left 
fielder Monte Irvin flashed his old-time speed and bat- 
ting form. 


Negro Barred, Harvard Quits Alabama Meet 

The Harvard University track team withdrew from the 
Birmingham, Ala., relay carnival slated for April 4 be- 
cause a Negro star, Alan Howe, was barred from compe- 
tition by a Birmingham city Jim Crow law. The law pre- 
vents whites and Negroes from competing with each 
other. 
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Ww A More Gentle Art: Former heavyweight champion Joe 
Louis, who learned to play a topnotch game of ping-pong 
as part of his fight training routine, practices with wom- 
en’s table tennis champion Reba Monness preparatory to 
their national tour. The ping-pong exhibition series 
opened at Kiel Auditorium in St. Louis. 


Charlie Powell, 49er Star, Quits Grid For Ring 

Charlie Powell, the San Francisco 49ers end who made 
the unprecedented jump from high school to pro football 
last year, decided to become a boxer. One of the greatest 
all-around prep stars in California sports history, Powell 
previously had played baseball in the St. Louis Browns 
farm system. “I always wanted to be a fighter,” he said, 
explaining his most recent move. “I have eight sisters 
and brothers and, being anxious to help them, I turned 
to baseball and football where I could make money faster. 
Now, I’ve got to get boxing out of my system. I have 
always felt I could do my best in boxing.” The 21l-year- 
old Powell is a 215-pound heavyweight. 
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Five Boxers Win Golden Gloves Titles 

Five young Negro boxers won titles at the 26th annual 
Golden Gloves Tournament of Champions finals at Chi- 
cago Stadium. They were: Johnny Butler of Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., featherweight; Herb Mickles of Toledo, light- 
weight; Bill Tate, a sailor stationed at Great Lakes, IIl., 
middleweight; Calvin Butler of Cleveland, light heavy- 
weight; and Charles Liston of St. Louis, heavyweight. 
Most thrilling fighter: Tate. He came back from two 
knockdowns to win. Major upset: Liston’s victory over 
Ed Sanders of Los Angeles, last year’s titlist and Olympic 
Games champion. 
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Ready To Go: A welcome addition to the Brooklyn 
Dodgers training camp at Vero Beach, Fla., was star sec- 
ond baseman Jackie Robinson, greeted by catcher Roy 
Campanella (1.) and manager Chuck Dressen. Thirty 
minutes after Jackie arrived from a vacation in Puerto 
Rico, he was in uniform and predicted a good year for 
himself. 
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2 Negro Players Sign Japanese Baseball Contracts 


Negro ball 
players Larry 
Gaines and 
Jonas Rainer 
flew to Japan 
from Chicago to 
join the Hankyu 
Braves of the 
Japanese Pacific 
League. Both 
players, whose 
contracts were 
arranged by Nu i og 
Harlem Globe- Players Gaines, Rainer and Saperstein 
trotter owner Abe Saperstein, will receive $1,000 a month 
for the season which ends in August. Rainer, a 23-year- 
old shortstop, hit .298 for the Chicago American Giants 
last season. Gaines, a 32-year-old former Negro league 
performer, won nine games and lost three for Minot, 
N. D., of the Manitoba-Dakota League. The Hankyu club 
plays in a stadium seating 65,000 fans. 
Gene Baker Impressive In Cub Training Camp 

Prospects that the Chicago Cubs will have a Negro 
player for the first time in history were increased when 
shortstop Gene Baker put on a fielding show at the Mesa, 
Ariz., training camp. Baker, a star the past three sea- 
sons with the Cub farm at Los Angeles, was so impres- 
sive players nicknamed him “Scoops.” Manager Phil Cav- 
arretta indicated that Baker’s chances are good. “We 
have no No. 1 shortstop on paper,” he said. “If Baker 
can make it, that’s that. He’ll be judged strictly on per- 
formance.” Now 27 and a native of Davenport, Ia., Baker 
got his start in pro ball with the Kansas City Monarchs. 
Ricketts Named ‘Player Of The Year’ 

Dick Ricketts, six-foot-seven star of the Duquesne Uni- 
versity basketball team, was named “Player of the Year” 
by the Pittsburgh Press in its All-District ratings. 


. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “*Doc”? Young 


There is a heart-warming story in Walt Dukes, the 
All-American center from Seton Hall University. He 
is certainly an uncommon athlete. He’s six-eleven, 
wears size 15 shoes, and holds virtually all Seton Hall 
scoring records. He also can be a study in sharp con- 
trasts: despite the fact that he led the nation’s 
scorers, he has said, “I don’t like basketball.” Yet, in 
his freshman year, he played three games with a 
broken ankle! 

Dukes was dead-serious about his “dislike” for 
the game, for he is as uncommon a man as h2 is 
an athlete, as personable as he is tall. In his 
scheme for life, a law career is the important 
thing; basketball is incidental. Hence his cur- 
rent plan to play amateur ball and study law in 
California next fall. Only a fabulous offer, which 
no man could sensibly refuse, will change his 
mind—and then only because he believes he can 
make quicker headway that way in law. 

The kind of man Dukes is today at age 22 is due to 
the generous love, tedious planning, and hard work 
of his mother, a Rochester, N. Y., tailor shop operator 
who believes that a parent is obligated to give the 
world something good in children. Walt is the “baby” 
of her seven children. One died in a fire. Working 
up to 18 hours many days, Mrs. Dukes put five of the 
remaining six through college. In Walt’s time, she 
has been additionally burdened by the long illness of 
her husband. 

Walt, a “B” student, has not forgotten her sacri- 
fices nor her advice. That’s the reason he does not 
become excited by pro offers and insists that “when 
I graduate I want to concentrate on studying only 
and not be sidetracked by basketball.” 



















| THE WEEK’S CENSUS | 


Died: 

Mrs. Jessie Coles Grayson, 66, film 
actress and singer; after a brief ill- 
ness; in Los Angeles. She played 
supporting roles in the films, The 
Little Foxes and Cass Timberlane, 
also had a part in the road company 
stage play, Deep Are The Roots... . 
Mark Thorne, 45, race relations ad- 
visor to the U. S. Public Housing 
Administration; after a brief illness; 
at Gallinger Hospital, Washington, 
D.C. . . . Mildred Rodriguez, wife of . 
New Orleans grocer and insurance Mrs. Grayson 
executive Earl Rodriguez; of injuries sustained in an auto 
collision near Tucson, Ariz. . . . Melo (Val) Ballentine, 63, 
Cleveland night club owner; after a two-year illness; at 
his home. In the 1920s, Ballentine operated Val’s in the 
Alley, a famous “after hours” spot where many jazz greats 
got their starts. At the time of his death he was owner of 
two Cleveland night clubs. .. . Mrs. Ella Bass, 93, born 
into slavery at Tuscumbia, Ala.; of diseases incident to old 
age; at her Chicago home. In early life, Mrs. Bass was 
employed by the parents of Helen Keller, world-famous 
blind lecturer and authoress. . . . Delbert V. Gordon, 60, 
director of internal revenue for the state of Nebraska; of 
a heart attack; at an Omaha hospital. A long-time internal 
revenue employee, Gordon was promoted to director from 
his post of agent-in-charge during reorganization of the 
bureau last October. Since taking over post he had made 
extensive changes in office procedure and personnel, was 
one of the highest Negro state officials in the U. S. 
Birthdays: 

Ford T. Dabney, composer-conductor, and pianist and 
creator of music for the Vernon and Irene Castle dances, 
70 on March 15... Nat (King) Cole, composer, pianist and 
singer, 34 on March 17. 
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‘ARE 
FRENCHMENR BETTER 


Lwhen love came to two of 
the famous Peters Sisters, it 
came with a French accent. 
In this revealing story, they 
tell what makes Frenchmen so 


different. 
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BEAUTY BATHS: NEW HOLLYWOOD FAD 


To keep glamorous, scores of Hollywood lovelies regu- 
larly visit bathhouses for beauty workouts that include 
everything from exercycles to sudsy whirlpool tanks. 
Models like Lynette Cobb (“Miss Bronze L. A. of 1952”) 
well as screen starlets and housewives swear by these 
foutines, say they perk them up “like nothing I’ve tried 
fore.” (“See Modern Living.’’) 
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